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New Shanghai resident imbues historical 
apartment with personal tastes and tales

“
I had always dreamed to live in Shanghai. The 
city exhibits charm in its different facets, from 
its tradition to modern-day energy and the 
European influences. I marvel every day at the 
dynamism and beauty of the city.

Adriana Archambault

An iconic Knoll Saarinen dining table is the centerpiece of the dining area. Archambault loves the building’s history, the metal-framed windows and the view 
onto the traditional neighborhood lanes.

Yang Di

I
n a historical building on Huaihai 
Road M., Adriana Archambault 
has transformed a spacious rental 
apartment into a home that proj-

ects her tastes and stories.
A newcomer to the city, Archambault 

followed her husband’s job relocation 
and settled in Shanghai in September. 
Born in Colombia and raised in France, 
Archambault has lived in Miami, Hong 
Kong, Taipei and Tokyo over the past 
27 years.

“I had always dreamed to live in 
Shanghai,” she said. “The city exhibits 
charm in its different facets, from its 
tradition to modern-day energy and 
the European influences. I marvel every 
day at the dynamism and beauty of the 
city.”

Archambault created AALUNA — a 
brand of handbags handwoven in Co-
lombia and designed in France, with 
the desire to share the excellence of 
Colombian indigenous people’s crafts-
manship using ancestral techniques. 
The brand is now distributed in China 
by La Vida Mia.

Her ideal home needed to be calm, 
light-filled with different levels, and 
also in the tree-lined downtown area. 

Gascogne Apartments turned out to be 
a perfect match.

The Art Deco residential building 
was built in 1935 by the legendary firm 
Leonard, Veysseyre & Kruze. 

“I’m drawn to the building’s history — 
the sense of the passing of time in the 
structure, space and details. I love the 
high ceiling, the stunning metal win-
dows and the way you arrive directly 
to the apartment from the 1930s eleva-
tor. The backdoor tiles, the view onto 
the traditional lilongs (lanes) and the 
abundant natural light add extra charm 
to the space,” Archambault said.

While respecting the deep history 
of the building, Archambault has in-
troduced her own personal style and 
esthetics to the space. 

“I brought all my furniture when I 
moved here. This is the best way to feel 

like home,” she said. 
“Our home is where we live, so we 

try to recreate a feeling of keeping our 
identities. We have our own collection 
of furniture in every home we’ve lived 
in, but in every apartment the elements 
add a different feeling to it because of 
different arrangements and space lay-
outs,” Archambault added.

“Everything in our home has a story 
to tell. Our home has to be a peaceful 
and protective space, and a combina-
tion of textures, colors and shapes to 
bring a relaxing atmosphere.”

The design on the main level delivers 
a seamless extension from one func-
tional space to another, creating an 
airy, free-flowing space.

Archambault describes her interior 
style as modern with a mid-century 
vintage touch.


